
Heading  
Place your message here. For maximum impact, use two or three sentences. 

I’m sure many of you, 
like me, are happy to 
see the spring season 
arrive.  By the time 
you read this I’m sure 

we are in full bloom and looking at warmer 
days.  For the Harrisburg Chapter Board 
members, we will be hard at work wrapping 
up our final three months of this term.   
 
In March, the Science and Engineering Fair 
was held March 4th through March 7th at the 
Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts.  
Director Jeff Chubb, P.E. did a commendable 
job assisting with this event on behalf of the 
Chapter including coordinating the judging 
and preparing the award certificates.  The 
Chapter awarded two $150 cash prizes to the 
Junior and Senior Division winners.  I want to 
thank Director Chubb for representing the 
Chapter for this fine event. 
   
President Elect Richard Miller, P.E. is at work 
planning our Chapter events for April, May 
and June.  In May, the Chapter will attend 
our annual baseball game with the Harris-
burg Senators where we will recognize the 
winners from MATHCOUNTS and the Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair competitions.  I 
am looking forward to seeing all of you at 
these events.  
 
Secretary Eric Martz, P.E. will be organizing 
this years Habitat for Humanity Day for the 
Chapter.  This is always a rewarding day for 
those who participate so please keep an eye 
out for the details of this event.   
 
May 12, 2009 will be “Engineer’s Legislative 
Day on the Hill”.  This is a free event that 
offers all of us an excellent opportunity to 
spend time talking with our State Senators 
and Representative on the issues that are 
important to us.   
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Director Sara Frailey, P.E. is always looking 
for additional Pre-College and Career Guid-
ance opportunities.  Many of us take opportu-
nities to spend time in local schools discuss-
ing careers in engineering with students.  Di-
rector Frailey also has a number of resources 
available for anyone looking to volunteer 
some time to promote engineering. 
 
Chapter Directories have been sent out 
thanks to the efforts of Director Ron Morris, 
P.E..  Please note that this will be the last year 
for receiving the directory via regular mail.  
Next year the directory will be published via 
email.  We hope all of you will support this 
effort for a “greener” directory. 
 
Immediate Past President William Cameron, 
P.E. is hard at work finalizing the slate of 
nominees for filling vacancies for the upcom-
ing 2009-2010 Chapter Board.  If you have an 
interest in serving on the Chapter Board 
please contact him.   
 
Time is running out for local engineering stu-
dents to apply for our Chapter’s scholarship 
program that offers two $1,000 scholarships.  
The scholarships are available to students 
attending their first semester in the fall of 
2009.  Guidelines and applications can be 
downloaded from PSPE’s website 
(www.pspe.org) under the Scholarship link.  
Applications must be postmarked on or before 
April 15, 2009, and sent to the Pennsylvania 
Engineering Foundation at the address pro-
vided on the website. 
 
Enjoy your spring activities and I hope to see 
you at one of our upcoming events. 



UPCOMING EVENTS &UPCOMING EVENTS &  
IMPORTANT DATESIMPORTANT DATES  
 

Scholarship Deadline 
• 04/15/09 
 
Board Meeting 
• 04/15/09 
 
Auxiliary Spring Tea 
• 04/18/09 
• Residence of Gloria Minnich 
 
Engineers Legislative Day 
• 05/12/09 
 
Board Meeting 
• 05/20/09 
 
 

CODE OF CODE OF 
ETHICSETHICS  

NSPE Code of Ethics for  
Engineers: Preamble 

Engineering is an important 
and learned profession. As 
members of this profession, 

engineers are expected to ex-
hibit the highest standards of 
honesty and integrity. Engi-

neering has a direct and vital 
impact on the quality of life for 

all people. Accordingly, the 
services provided by engi-

neers require honesty, imparti-
ality, fairness, and equity, and 
must be dedicated to the pro-

tection of the public health, 
safety, and welfare. Engineers 

must perform under a stan-
dard of professional behavior 
that requires adherence to the 

highest principles of ethical 
conduct. 

2009 Capital Area Science & Engineering Fair 
For the second year in a row, this event was hosted by 
the Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts in Harris-
burg. Individuals and teams from schools across central 
Pennsylvania were present to compete for various 
awards, titles and scholarships. The categories for pro-
ject entrants and judging were: Animal Science, Behavior 
& Social Science, Biochemistry, Cellular & Molecular Bi-
ology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Earth Science, En-
ergy & Transportation, Engineering, Environmental Sci-
ence, Mathematical Sciences, Medicine & Health, Micro-
biology, Physics & Astronomy, and Plant Science. The 
projects were on display from March 4 through March 7. 
 
The Junior Division consisted of seven project entries from students in Grades 7 
and 8. The selected winner of this division was one of three hovercraft projects. 
Two of the three projects considered the effects of the size of the base on the lift 
capacity. The award winner identified the differences in weights of the devices as 
a variable, and addressed the differences in the analysis. The other projects in-
cluded: Improving a sumo bot's performance, natural and man-made filters in 
removing salt from water, efficiency of windmill materials, the effects of weights 
on different types of trusses. 
 
The Senior Division consisted of thirteen project entries from students in Grades 
9 through 12. The selected winner of this division was a repeat winner for our 
organization and the project was a continuation of Sustainable (Green) Building 
Design from past competitions. The winning entrant displayed the energy saving 
advantages of using natural light reflected from louvered window openings to a 
mirrored atrium ceiling to provide illumination and electric utility savings. As part 
of the research, interviews were conducted with various Engineers and other 
professionals in the building trade. A cadd 3-dimensional model was used to cre-
ate a video for the project display. This entrant won numerous awards from other 
organizations as well as ours. 
 
The Harrisburg Chapter of PSPE was once again proud to be able to present 2 
award certificates along with 2 cash prizes of $150 each to one individual in each 
of the Junior and Senior High School Divisions of the Engineering category. This 
years’ winners of the Special Awards presented by our organization were Garrett 
Lindsay of the Susquenita Middle School for his project titled “Does Size Matter” 
and Brad Williams of Bishop McDevitt High School for his project titled “Energy 
Conservation through Daylighting Year III: The Migration of Clerestory Lighting 
Scenarios with a Novel Parabolic Solar Atrium for Schools”. The awards were 
presented by our Chapter President Richard Poplaski at an Awards Ceremony 
held at the Whitaker Center on March 7. The award recipients will also be invited 
to attend an upcoming Chapter event. Please look for announcements for a 
chance to support our Chapter and meet these gifted students and our future 
Engineers. It is amazing to see the talent and expertise these young people pos-
sess as well as the amount of time and detail spent on the projects. I would en-
courage each of our members to consider being a part of future events like this 
one, whether it is a judge for the competition or just a spectator. It is worth your 
time to invest in our future. 
 
Jeff Chubbrore • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Membership Directory - Going Electronic 

The Chapter has resolved to move away from providing hard copies of the Directory 
starting next year to fall in line with the global initiative for a cleaner and healthier envi-
ronment.  We will only issue hard copy Membership Directories to those members who 
do not have an email account on file with NSPE.  It is imperative that you routinely re-
view and update your contact information and email address on-line in your NSPE Ac-
count, as after next year, this information will only be made available electronically.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
PSPE Harrisburg Chapter, Board of Directors  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  



MATHCOUNTS Donations  
Appreciated 

The Harrisburg PSPE Chapter sponsored another suc-
cessful MATHCOUNTS competition at Penn State Harris-
burg on February 7, 2009.  The Chapter was successful 
this year, not only due to the fine efforts of Yves Pollart 
and his group of volunteers, along with the support and 
cooperation of PSU-Harrisburg, but also due to the 20 
firms and individuals who financially supported this year's 
effort with special MATHCOUNTS contributions that to-
taled $2,000. 
  
Our lead “Platinum Sponsor” was Messiah College, sup-
ported by Robert F. Clancy, P.E., and Professor Randall 
Fish, Chair of Department of Engineering. 
  
Our Gold Sponsor was Gannett Fleming, Inc., supported 
by Chief Executive Officer William M. Stout, P.E. 
  
Silver Sponsors included:  
1) Hempt Bros., Inc. 
2) Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc. 
3) Brinjac Engineering, Inc. 
4) Boles Metzger Brosius & Ritter PC (CPA firm) 
5) Rettew Associates, Inc. 
6) Century Engineering, Inc. 
  
Bronze Sponsors included:  
1) Erdman Anthony 
2) Diana M. Reed & Associates, P.C. 
  
Chapter Member Patrons included: Steve Talian, Sara 
Frailey, Yves Pollart, Rick Poplaski, Rob Allison, Michael 
Dixon, Will Cameron and Mark Rzucidlo. 
  
Many thanks to these generous contributors who helped 
make the MATHCOUNTS 2009 competition possible, dur-
ing difficult economic times, but a time when the need for 
technology-related education programs is significant and 
needed. 
 
Steve Talian • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

STEM Career Launch 
Barbara A. Thompson was the Director for Penn State 
Harrisburg Campus' STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math) Career Launch held on Wednesday, 
March 11th.  The program is designed to expose and 
encourage students to understand course and work re-
quirements and to pursue higher education in math/
science related areas.  Penn State invited 100 ninth 
graders from five area schools Central Dauphin East 
High School, Harrisburg High, Susquehanna Township 
High School, Middletown Area High School, and Steel-
ton-Highspire High School to interact with professionals 
in math/science related areas.  PSPE presented the par-
ticipants with a discussion on some bridge problems: 
 
1.  Birmingham bridge rocker bearing issue  

February 2008 
2.  Galloping Girdy 1940 
3.  I-70 Bridge in Hays, KS etc. 
 
The participants formed 2-person teams to build paper 
bridges that: 
1.    Spans 6 inches 
2.    Provides a deck for use by a toy car 
3.    Can hold a roll of quarters to simulate a truck 
4.    Uses no more than 3 sheets of paper 
 
Almost all of the groups were successful at completing 
the task in each of the four (4) - forty (40) minute ses-
sions. Every student appeared to have a good response 
from this program although not everyone wanted to be 
an engineer.  We can only hope that our efforts influ-
ence bright innovative minds to help build our futures by 
advancing the engineering world. 
 
Ken Jones • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Interested in a Graduate Degree? 
Penn State Harrisburg is hosting an MBA and Graduate Engi-
neering Programs Information Night on Tuesday, March 31 at 
6 p.m. in the campus Library.  Penn State Harrisburg offers 
the following graduate degrees in engineering: 
Electrical Engineering (M.Eng.) 
Engineering Management (M.P.S.) 
Engineering Science (M.Eng.) 
Environmental Engineering (M.Eng.) 
Environmental Pollution Control (M.S., M.E.P.C.) 
For information, please call 717-948-6258 or e-mail 
arw1@psu.edu.  RSVP's are appreciated, but not required. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

 HACC Career Information Fair for High School Students 
PSPE was invited to provide a presentation to high school students in regard to technical jobs at the Harrisburg Area Com-
munity College (HACC) Career Information Fair on March 12th.  The career fair included 13 participating high schools.  
Guest speakers were asked to present on the following: job duties and responsibilities, skills and educational requirements, 
job satisfactions/dissatisfactions, work environment and conditions, professional development, job opportunities, and out-
look for the future. 
 
PSPE should investigate the efforts to promote engineering for career fairs.  Although the Career Information Fair was suc-
cessful we can help to make them more so by proactively understanding our audience.  If we are talking to technologists 
our discussion should be geared toward the opportunities available for engineering support staff.  If we talk about engineer-
ing, however, we need to seek an audience with students that will most likely pursue more advanced degrees with other 
professions like chemists, physicists, geologists, scientists, and engineers (requiring 4 to 5year-degrees).  Also, we should 
collaborate with other engineering organizations like ACEC to help improve the image of our profession and organize vari-
ous presentations. 
 
Ken Jones • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 
908 North Second Street 
Harrisburg, PA  17102 
 

www.pspehbg.org 

HARRISBURG CHAPTER OF  PSPE 
2008-2009 Off icers & Directors  
• Richard S. Poplaski, P.E. - President 
• Richard E. Miller, P.E. - President Elect, Programs 
• Thomas R. Terry, P.E.  Vice President, Public Relations/website,  
 Programs (alt), Engineers Week Council (alt) 
• Stephen F. Talian, P.E. - Treasurer 
• Eric L. Martz, P.E.  Secretary 
• William D. Cameron, P.E.- Immediate Past President, Nominating 
• Matthew J. Carnish, P.E. -  Past President, Parliament and By-Laws, Engineers 
 Week Council Representative 
• Kenneth S. Jones, P.E. -  State Director, Legislative 
• Larry M. Brown, P.E. -  Alternate State Director 
• Jeffrey D. Chubb, P.E. - Director ‘09, Auditing, Science & Engineering Fair 
• Sara F. Frailey, P.E. - Director ‘09, Pre-College & Career Guidance, 
 MATHCOUNTS (committee) 
• Ronald W. Young, P.E. - Director ‘09, MATHCOUNTS (committee) 
• John J. Baldassari, Jr., P.E. -  Director ‘10, Publications (Sparks) 
• Susan Bruns, P.E. - Director ‘10, Advertising 
• Mark Rzucidlo, P.E. - Director ‘10, Awards 
• Yves E. Pollart, P.E., BCEE -  Director ‘11, MATHCOUNTS (Chair) 
• Vacant Director ‘11, Member Services 
• Ronald N. Morris, P.E., C.M. - Director ‘11, Directory 
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CMX Engineering 

 

Gannett Fleming, Inc. 

 

Gunn-Mowery LLC 

 

H. Edward Black & Associates, LTD 

 

Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 

 

 

To become a SPARKS Booster, 
please contact Susan Bruns, P.E. 

at sbruns@gfnet.com.  View  
additional Boosters  

on-line at www.pspehbg.org. 

Newsletter Production Donated by  
Michael Baker Jr., Inc., Harrisburg, PA. 


